THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

one of the early Moslems thought it right to withhold pun-
ishment from a woman who gives in to fornication, which
was ibn-Mubashshir's view. The opposition of the con-
sensus is sufficient shame for him. As for Ja'far ibn-Harb,
he shared in the errors of his preceptor, al-Murdar, and also
added his view to the effect that a part of the whole is dif-
ferent from the whole. This amounts to saying that the
whole is different from itself, since all parts of it are dif-
ferent from it. He also' claimed that what is forbidden by
the mind has power over (that) mind, but has no power
over another thing. This is what al-Sha'bi * said of him
in his treatises. On this basis it was necessary that he
should hold that he who' knows a thing does not know it! 15;
'Abd-al-Kahir says: " Ibn-Harb wrote a book explaining
his errors; but we have refuted his book, by a book called
Harb (zvar) against ibn-Harb, and in it, by the help of
Allah and his gifts, we refute its bases and its principles.

10. Concerning the Iskaflyah among them. These are the
followers of Muhammad ibn-'Abdallah al-Iskafi.2 He took
his errors about predestination from Ja'far ibn-Harb, but
came to differ over certain of his deductions. He claimed
that to Allah can be attributed the power to- oppress chil-
dren and madmen, but not those who* have their full senses.
He disagreed with the view of al-Nazzam, according to
which Allah had not the power to act unjustly or to lie.
He likewise disagreed with the view of those of his prede-
cessors who hold that Allah could practice injustice and lie,
but does not do so because he knows that they are both
abominations, and that he can do- without them. Between
these two views he took a, middle course, according to which

1  Misprint i-ru Baghdad! for al-Shali'I.

2 Morten, ibid., p. 299 ct scq.   Mas'udl, ibid., vol. vi, p. 58; vol. vii,
p. 231.
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